FEBRUARY 2, 2018

One student at a time.

Snowy Owl Story

From the Unexplained Files

This week started as any other week would. Kids came in on Monday morning
ready for a new week at Big Picture, teachers were enjoying a cup of coffee and
getting ready for Pick Me Up, all seemed normal for a Monday. We even had a
visitor from District Office, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Chris
Swiatek. Then someone noticed there was something on the roof that looked
odd. It appeared that a bird had died on the roof. It was hard to tell what kind of

bird but it was not moving and was surely dead.

Jim Keleher, 301 Advisor and Science Teacher, was curious about the bird. He
decided to go out and inspect the carcass. Jim quickly identified the bird as a
Snowy Owl. The Snowy Owl has a conservation status of vulnerable as
approximate population is only 28,000 in the world. It was recommended that
the Department of Environmental Conservation be contacted about the death of
this rare bird. The DEC was interested in the situation and met with Jim to take
the bird for study and use through their office.

It was most unusual to have such a rare bird in the area and even more unusual to
have this poor creature spend its final moments on the roof of Kenmore Middle.



